
 

 

 

 

 

December 24, 2025 
5pm Family and Candlelight Worship 

Christmas Eve 
 
 



 

Prelude  Music by Purcell, Corelli and Carols for Trumpets and Organ 
​             Brian Kanner and Michael Flynt, Trumpets 
 

Welcome​ ​  
 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath                              The Fastert Family  
 

​ One:  ​We light a candle on this Christmas Eve, 
​ ​ for Christ is born. 
​ All:​ The people who walked in darkness have seen a great ​
​ ​ light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on ​​
​ ​ them light has shined.​  
​ One:​ We call this candle Hope. (Light the first candle.) 
​ ​ We call this candle Peace. (Light the second candle.) 
​ ​ We call this candle Joy. (Light the third candle.) 
​ ​ We call this candle Love. (Light the fourth candle.) 
​ ​ We call this candle Christ. (Light the center candle.) 
​ ​ This baby will bring hope, embody peace, give joy, 
​ ​ and be God’s love incarnate. Emmanuel, God with us. 
 
 

*Carol 41​         O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 
 

*Prayer of the Day (said in unison) 
 

Holy child of Bethlehem, you are the hope of the world, the 
song of the angels, the treasure of our hearts, and the glory of 
God among us. Call us to worship you in the places where your 
love is born anew: wherever kindness prevails, justice flourishes, 
and peace reigns. Send us out to serve you, sharing good news 
of great joy, and praising God through you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
 
 

 
 



 

Hebrew Scripture Reading     ​Isaiah 9:2,6-7                     Lola Magill 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;​
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—​
    on them light has shined.​
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;​
authority rests upon his shoulders, and he is named​
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.​
Great will be his authority, and there shall be endless peace​
for the throne of David and his kingdom.​
    He will establish and uphold it with justice and  
with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.​
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 

Anthem Solo Go Tell It On the Mountain  African-American Carol 
​ Joseph Gansert, Baritone Solo 
 

Gospel Reading​         Luke 2:1-20 
 

​ In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus 
that all the world should be registered. This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also 
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city 
of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from 
the house and family of David. He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver 
her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place in the guest room. 
 
 

 



 

​ Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news 
of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,​
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 

​ When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.”  
 

​ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and 
the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child, and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, and 
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, just as it had been told them. 
 

The Christmas Story​ ​ Rev. Dr. John Miller 
 

*Carol 23​          Angels We Have Heard on High 
 

Offering 
 

Solo ​           O Holy Night              ​   Adolphe Adam​ 
​ ​          Joseph Gansert, Baritone 
 

 



 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

The Coming of the Light     John 1:1-14 
 

​ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in 
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  

 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  
He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him.  He himself was not the light, but he came 
to testify to the light.  The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world.  

 

He was in the world, and the world came into being 
through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what 
was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

Lighting of Our Candles  
 

Please dip the unlit candle toward the flame as the light is 
passed. Please remain seated during the singing of the carol. 

 

Carol 60​    Silent Night, Holy Night​ Stille Nacht 
 

 
 
 

 



 

A Prayer for Christmas (said in unison) 
 

​ O God, grant us such love and wonder that with shepherds 
and magi and pilgrims unknown, we may come to adore the 
holy child. As you came in the stillness of the night long ago, so 
enter our lives and world again this night. Overcome our doubts 
and our fears with the light of Christ’s presence that we may see 
clearly the way to walk, the truth to speak, and the life you 
would have us live, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

*Carol 40​           Joy to the World​ Antioch 
 

*Blessing 
 

Please extinguish your candles as the carol begins. 
Please leave your candles in the baskets by the doors. 

 

*Postlude            ​                                                            Richard Elliott​ 
                 Toccatina on “Angels We Have Heard On High”​  

 

*Please stand, if you are able. 
 
Pastor Miller will be on vacation from Dec. 25 - Jan. 3.  If you have a 

pastoral emergency during this time, please call the office at 
914-234-3672, ext. 1002 and leave a voicemail.                                   

He will return your call  as soon as he is able. 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



 
Christmas Eve 

By David Steele 
 

We place the precious Christmas manger 
Upon the mantle ... out of danger. 
Hand-painted Kings from Hummel lands 
Are putty in young, chubby hands; 
And glass-blown sheep are too exquisite 
And fragile for a child to visit. 
So, while we like them very much, 
We ask the kids to look... DON'T TOUCH! 
 

But once, I saw on a low table, 
Mary, Joseph, star and stable, 
The Babe, some sheep, and several kings 
Heavy, sturdy, rough-hewn things. 
Here children dawdled-took their ease, 
Read the sign: "Come, touch us, please." 
And every child produced a fresh 
Arrangement of that Christmas Creche. 
 

While donkeys watched the Baby sleeр, 
Angels petted woolly sheep. 
And Mary rested from the noise 
As Joseph chatted with the boys. 
Each child knew to some degree 
Just how that scene was meant to be. 
I watched, with quite a little mirth 
Them orchestrate the Holy Birth. 
 

So God, for her who understands, 
Entrusts His coming to our hands. 
He urges us now to begin 
To place ourselves, our kith and kin 
And choose, among the many choices, 
Where best we'll hear those angels' voices; 
And join that Hallelujah Chorus 
Knowing God's at hand ... and for us. 
 

So, friends, with bright and shiny faces, 
The King is coming! Take your places! 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 


