
 

 

 
 
 

December 28, 2025 
 



 
Prelude                         Of the Father’s Love Begotten   Wilbur Held (1914-2015) 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Introit 
 

*Opening Sentences                                                                               Chris Perry          
One:​​ We bear Christmas joy 
People:​ Warmth to those who shiver 
One:​​ We bear Christmas joy 
People:​ Peace that ends the sting of death 
One:​​ We bear Christmas joy 
People:​ Welcome for all who are cast out and turned away 
One​:​ We proclaim love that defies Herod 
People:​ The birth of God, a reign to shatter the grip of Earthly kings 
 

*Hymn 53  ​                         What Child Is This? 
 

Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

God, sometimes it’s all too much and overwhelming. With hearts that 
yearn for Christmas, we struggle through a world where the manger is far 
more elusive than the tyrant. Forgive us when we turn away, when we stuff 
our ears against wailing. Forgive us when we glue ourselves to consuming 
misery, endlessly reading or watching pain as if exposure might uproot 
suffering. Remind us that we were made for an abundant world. Remind us 
that we have power to be midwives to its birth. If we are shepherds, keep our 
hands to the sheep as we listen for the beckoning angels. Give us strength to 
follow them. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

*Passing of the Peace 
​ One:  May the peace of Christ be with you. 
​ All:​   People: And also with you.  

 

Time with the Children                                                                
The children are welcome to stay for the service or they may leave for 

Sunday School. 

 



 
Hebrew Scripture Lesson            Isaiah 63:7-9 
 

I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts of 
the Lord, because of all that the Lord has done for us, and the great favor to 
the house of Israel that he has shown them according to his mercy, 
according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 

For he said, "Surely they are my people, children who will not deal 
falsely"; and he became their savior in all their distress. It was no messenger 
or angel but his presence that saved them; in his love and in his pity he 
redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
 

Scripture                                     Matthew 2:13-23 
 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, 
and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to 
destroy him."  Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, 
and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I 
have called my son." 

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was 
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem 
who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned 
from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the 
prophet Jeremiah: "A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud 
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, 
because they are no more." 

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream 
to Joseph in Egypt and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and go 
to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child's life are dead." 
Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of 
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of 
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a 
dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a 
town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets 
might be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean." 

 
*Hymn 48  ​ ​  Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming 

 
 



 
Sermon                            “It Was Never Just a Story”             Rev. Benjamin Perry 
 

Banjo Anthem​ ​          Canticle of the Turning​ ​           Rorey Cooney 
 

Offering 
Organ Voluntary    ​      In dulci jubilo          ​       ​                 Wilbur Held 
 

*Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

*Hymn 23  ​ ​ Angels We Have Heard on High 
 

*Charge and Blessing 
 

Postlude​  ​ ​ ​ God Rest You Merry          ​ ​       Wilbur Held 
 

*Please stand, if you are able. 
 

Rev. Benjamin Perry is the author of Cry, Baby: Why Our Tears Matter and the 
Editorial Director at Garrett Seminary. An award-winning writer, his work has 
been featured in The Atlantic, TIME, The Washington Post, The BBC, Teen 
Vogue, Slate, Vox, NPR and many more. He was formerly Minister of 
Outreach and Media Strategy at Middle Church in New York City, and is 
proud to have grown up worshiping in the pews right here at Bedford 
Presbyterian Church. 
 

We thank Richard Coffey, organist, for playing for our service this morning. 
 



 

  



 

Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 
 

Please contact Elyssa if you would like something entered into the E-NEWS and/or bulletin by 
the end of day Tuesday.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
In case of inclement weather, BPC follows the 

 Bedford Central School District’s delay & closure announcements. 
 

 



 
Pastor Miller will be on vacation from Dec. 25 - Jan. 3.  If you have a pastoral 
emergency during this time, please call the office at 914-234-3672, ext. 1002 

and leave a voicemail. He will return your call  as soon as he is able. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

For the children 

 


