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Prelude Of the Father’s Love Begoften Wilbur Held (1914-2015)

Welcome and Announcements

Introit
*Opening Sentences Chris Perry
One: We bear Christmas joy
People: Warmth to those who shiver
One: We bear Christmas joy
People: Peace that ends the sting of death
One: We bear Christmas joy
People: Welcome for all who are cast out and turned away
One : We proclaim love that defies Herod
People: The birth of God, a reign to shatter the grip of Earthly kings
*Hymn 53 What Child Is This¢

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession

God, sometimes it's all too much and overwhelming. With hearts that
yearn for Christmas, we struggle through a world where the manger is far
more elusive than the tyrant. Forgive us when we turn away, when we stuff
our ears against wailing. Forgive us when we glue ourselves to consuming
misery, endlessly reading or watching pain as if exposure might uproot
suffering. Remind us that we were made for an abundant world. Remind us
that we have power to be midwives to its birth. If we are shepherds, keep our
hands to the sheep as we listen for the beckoning angels. Give us strength to
follow them. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

*Passing of the Peace
One: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: People: And also with you.

Time with the Children
The children are welcome to stay for the service or they may leave for
Sunday School.



Hebrew Scripture Lesson Isaiah 63:7-9

| will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts of
the Lord, because of all that the Lord has done for us, and the great favor to
the house of Israel that he has shown them according fo his mercy,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.

For he said, "Surely they are my people, children who will not deal
falsely”; and he became their savior in all their distress. It was no messenger
or angel but his presence that saved them; in his love and in his pity he
redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

Scripture Matthew 2:13-23

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypf,
and remain there until | tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to
desfroy him." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night,
and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt |
have called my son."

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem
who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned
from the wise men. Then was fulfiled what had been spoken through the
prophet Jeremiah: "A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoleq,
because they are no more."

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream
fo Joseph in Egypt and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and go
fo the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child's life are dead."
Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a
dream, he went away fo the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a
fown called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets
might be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean."

*Hymn 48 Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming



Sermon “It Was Never Just a Story” Rev. Benjamin Perry

Banjo Anthem Canticle of the Turning Rorey Cooney
Offering
Organ Voluntary In dulci jubilo Wilbur Held
*Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

*Hymn 23 Angels We Have Heard on High

*Charge and Blessing

Postlude God Rest You Merry Wilbur Held
*Please stand, if you are able.

Rev. Benjamin Perry is the author of Cry, Baby: Why Our Tears Matter and the
Editorial Director at Garrett Seminary. An award-winning writer, his work has
been featured in The Atlantic, TIME, The Washington Post, The BBC, Teen
Vogue, Slate, Vox, NPR and many more. He was formerly Minister of
Outreach and Media Strategy at Middle Church in New York City, and is
proud to have grown up worshiping in the pews right here at Bedford
Presbyterian Church.

We thank Richard Coffey, organist, for playing for our service this morning.



Thank you to the following people who so generously donated the
beautiful flowers & greens in the sanctuary.

Gordon & Judy Aydelott: Dedicated to family and loved ones.

Suzy Beatty: | have so many blessings in my life for which | am grateful. My children,
Heather and Holly, six grandchildren, my husband Bruce who left us too soon, and my
loving partner Sandy Babos, who came into my life 5 years ago and who has give me so
much joy and love.

Rick & Anne Bentzen: In gratitude for the love and support of family & friends everywhere.
Richard & Jana Bertkau: In loving memory of William, Francis and Elise Bertkau.

Bob & Hope Black: In gratitude for our family.

Cindy Black: /In honor of my parents, Hope and Bob Black.

Eleanor Cox: In memory of my husband, Lloyd B. Cox, Jr.

Peter & Kathy DiBiasi: Dedicated to those who continually work towards peace in the world.
The Fastert Family: In loving memory of Henry John Fastert.

Michael & Kathryn Flynn: To our kids: Isla, Ronan, and Nora.

Glod-Hayes Family: in loving memory of George F. Glod.

John & JoAnne Greenwood: In honor of the Mitchell family with love and prayers for
continued healing for Billy.

Alanna & Gavin Hilder and Caitlin & Adam May: In loving memory of Fred Fichtel.

Jinu & Laura Kim: In memory of Sophia’s grandfather, Rolfe Conover Marsh, who passed
away before she was born.

Chris & Christina Litchford: In honor of our sister in law, Erika Phillips.
Alan & Joan McDougall: For the joy of Christmas.
Polly Muller-Girard: In loving memory of Sheila Muller-Girard.

Judy Newton: In memory of my sister, Janet Anne Davis.

Chris & Kathy Perry: The Moore and Perry families wish everyone a joyous Christmas and
New Year.

Inger Savitt: In memory of Sam and Bette Savitt.

Andrew Strawcutter: To Philip on our 26th Christmas together. A chance encounter in this
sanctuary, Philip was hired as the tenor for our Christmas concert. Thank you

Kathryn Nichols.

Rick & Tracy Tegtmeier: In memory of Bette & Bob Mann, Adele Tegtmeier and

Brenda Kelly Kramer.

Carter Cramer & Kirsten Tegtmeier: Given in celebration of Colette’s first Christmas.
Bart Tyler: in Loving Memory of Diana Tyler.
Jeanne Collins & Matt Valenti: For our kids, Tinsley and Luke.

The Walker Family: To our newborn, Margaux Walker.
Peter & Julie Williams: In loving memory of our dear Uncle Paul who always brought joy to
our family at Christmas and throughout the year.



Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements

Please contact Elyssa if you would like something entered info the E-NEWS and/or bulletin by
the end of day Tuesday.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday, December 28th | 10 am - Sunday worship,
Guest Preacher - Ben Perry
11 am - Coffee Hour

Monday, December 29th | 9 am - Yoga

Wednesday, January 1st | Office Closed

Thursday, January 2nd | No Bible Study

Sunday, January 4th | 10 am - Sunday Worship, Communion
11 am - Coffee Hour

Giving to Bedford Presbyterian Church

Online donation options are available by
scanning this QR code which will access the
giving page on our website. Many thanks for
your confinued generosity and support of the
church.

In case of inclement weather, BPC follows the
Bedford Central School District’s delay & closure announcements.



Pastor Miller will be on vacation from Dec. 25 - Jan. 3. If you have a pastoral
emergency during this time, please call the office at 914-234-3672, ext. 1002
and leave a voicemail. He will return your call as soon as he is able.

Our Leadership

Session

Clerk of Session, Michelle Gosh
President of Trustees, Bart Tyler
(Finance & Generosity)

Anne Bentzen (Worship & Music)
Jessica Cunningham (Human Resources)

Amy Drabek (Giving Garden)

Danielle Gamar (Christian Education)

Dale Forster (Vision)
Dave Keeffe (Mission)
Maria Andrea Laverde

(Giving Garden & Christian Education)
Judy Newton (Friends & Membership)
Sarah Ryan (Property & Maintenance)

BEDFORD

P.O. Box 280, 44 Village Green
Bedford, NY 10506
914-234-3672
Office@bedfordpreschurch.org
www.bedfordpreschurch.org

Deacons

Kim Lapple, Chair
Jeanne Collins
Pat Ferguson
Barbara Kanner
Andres Megjia
Diane Palmento
Lisa Sayre

Staff

Rev. Dr. John Miller, Interim Pastor
Jessica DeAlto, Administrative
& Financial Manager
Jackie Kunhardt, Director of
Family Ministries
John Lettieri, Director of Music
Elyssa Michaels, Director of
Congregational Life
& Digital Ministries
The Rev. Thomas A. Hughart,
Pastor Emeritus



For the children

An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream. "Get up," he said, "take the child and his
mother and escape to Egypt. Matthew 2:13




