
 
 

 
 

 

“Hagar and the Angel in the Desert” by James Tissot 



June 25, 2023 

Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 

  

Prelude 

 

Ringing of the Bells 

 

Introit O Worship the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness   Thalben-Ball 

  

Welcome and Announcements 

  

*Opening Sentences from Psalm 86 

 

Leader: Hear us, O God, and act, for we are poor and helpless. 

People: You are good and forgiving. When we call on you, you  

              abound in steadfast love.  

Leader: Hear us, O God, and answer our cries for help. 

People: For you are a God of mercy and care, slow to anger  

              and full of loyalty and love.  

 

*Opening Hymn 469          Morning Has Broken               Gaelic Melody 

  

Confession 

 

Merciful God, too often we get caught up in our immediate 

frustrations. We fret and worry about our situations so much that 

we cannot see your mercy on the horizon. 

 

Help us to gain perspective, so that we might see the good 

things that you have in store for us. Nourish us and lead us into 

your abundant life, through your Spirit. 

   

(Silent confession) 

  

Assurance of Pardon 

  

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 



*Passing of the Peace 

 You may stand and greet one another. 

 

Time with the Children 

The children are welcome to stay for the service or they may leave 

for Sunday Spirit. 

 

Hebrew Bible Lesson           Genesis 21:8-21 

 

The child grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast 

on the day that Isaac was weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar 

the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son 

Isaac. So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her 

son, for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son 

Isaac.”  

 

The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his 

son. But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the 

boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, 

do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be 

named for you. As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a 

nation of him also, because he is your offspring.”  

 

So Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread and a skin of 

water and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the 

child, and sent her away. And she departed and wandered about in 

the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 

 

When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of 

the bushes. Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way 

off, about the distance of a bowshot, for she said, “Do not let me 

look on the death of the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she 

lifted up her voice and wept.  

 

And God heard the voice of the boy, and the angel of God called 

to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? 

Do not be afraid, for God has heard the voice of the boy where he 

is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will 

make a great nation of him.” Then God opened her eyes, and she 



saw a well of water. She went and filled the skin with water and gave 

the boy a drink. 

 

God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness 

and became an expert with the bow. He lived in the wilderness of 

Paran, and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt. 

 

Anthem          Simple Gifts    Shaker Song 

 

Gospel Reading              Matthew 10:26-31 

 

“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be 

uncovered and nothing secret that will not become known. What I 

say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what you hear whispered, 

proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but 

cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can destroy both soul 

and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one 

of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the 

hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of 

more value than many sparrows.” 

 

Sermon                                                              Rev. Carol Howard Merritt 

 

Offering  

 

Offertory 

  

        *Doxology 

  

       Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

  Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

*Prayer of Dedication 

  

Joys and Concerns 

 

 

 



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

 

*Hymn 540         God Be with You Till We Meet Again          Randolph 

 

*Charge and Blessing 

 

*Benediction Response  Sevenfold Amen      John Stainer 

  

*Postlude 

  

*Please stand, if able 

Announcements 

 
Please fill out the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor. 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us in supporting 

a community-funded effort that helps Fox Lane 

High School students overcome financial barriers 

and realize their hopes and dreams of  

attending college. 

 

Sunday, June 25 

5 pm – 7 pm 

Student Speakers begin at 5:30 pm 

Pound Ridge Village Green 

 (Rain location: Conant Hall) 

77 Westchester Avenue, Pound Ridge 

 

For more information, visit our website at 

rewardingpotentialscholarship.org 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 
 

 



 

Upcoming Events at a Glance 

 

  
Sunday, June 25th    

  10 am  Worship and Youth Collection 

  11 am   Coffee Hour 

   

Monday, June 26th                          

                     9 am   Yoga 

 

Thursday, June 29th  

       10 am  Bible Study.  Please contact Alan McDougall 

     at alanmcd@verizon.net 

   12:30 pm  Senior Luncheon in the Chapel Room 

           5 pm   Nativity Farm Work Session 

     

Sunday, July 2nd        

  10 am  Worship, Communion & Youth Collection 

  11 am   Coffee Hour  

 

  

 

 

Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 
 

To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 
announcements, please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org and 

select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have 
information entered into the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email  

Jessica at Office@bedfordpreschurch.org 
by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry into that week’s media. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:alanmcd@verizon.net
mailto:Office@bedfordpreschurch.org


 

Our Leadership 
 

 

Session 

 

Clerk of Session Brian Hiller-Dupont, President Michelle Gosh, 

Linda Burpee (Mission),  

Jessica Cunningham (Personnel and Stewardship), 

Danielle Gamar (Christian Education), 

Maria Andrea Laverde (Nativity Farm), 

Suzanne Millette (Finance), Sarah Ryan (Property & Maintenance),  

& Bart Tyler (Members & Friends and Stewardship) 

Moderator Reverend Carol Howard Merritt 

 

 

Deacons 

 

Chair Kim Lapple, Sarah Alley, Marcy Carlson,          

Kathy DiBiasi, Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson, & Diane Palmento  

 

 

Staff 

 

The Reverend Carol Howard Merritt, Pastor 

Courtney Steininger, Director of Christian Education & Youth 

John Lettieri, Director of Music 

Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries 

Jessica DeAlto, Office Manager 

The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus 

 

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org ~ www.bedfordpreschurch.org 

P.O. Box 280 ~ 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506 

914-234-3672 
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