
 

 

 

 

 

“Dawn in the Desert” by Aleksey Savrasov  



February 18, 2024 
First Sunday of Lent 

  

Prelude                 O Man Bewail Thy Grievous Sin                  J. S. Bach 

 

Ringing of the Bells 

 

Introit                                   Kyrie Eleison                       A. Dvorak 

   

Welcome and Announcements 

  

*Opening Sentences  

 

Leader: As we enter the season of Lent, we remember how the  

              artist of souls sculpts us, out of the rocks of wilderness  

              and fasting. 

People: As we journey into these forty days, make us aware of  

              our sharp hunger. Let us thirst for living water.  

 

*Opening Hymn 50   Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days 

  

Confession 

 

God of compassion, in these forty days, you call us to quiet, but 

we distract ourselves with clanging noise. You call us to stillness, 

but we divert our attention with unruly turmoil. You call us to 

solitude, but we interrupt our minds with troublesome frenzy.  

 

Help us to sit in loneliness. Let it ferment and season us, so that 

our need for God might become absolutely clear.  

 

[Silent confession] 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sung Response 

 

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer;  

when I call answer me.  

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer;  

come and listen to me. 

 

*Passing of the Peace 

You may stand and greet one another. 

 

Time with the Children 

The children are welcome to stay for the service or they may leave 

for Sunday Spirit. 

 

Poetry Lesson                         Psalm 25:1-7 

 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

O my God, in you I trust; 

    do not let me be put to shame; 

    do not let my enemies exult over me. 

Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 

    let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

 

Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 

    teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

    for you are the God of my salvation; 

    for you I wait all day long. 

 

Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, 

    for they have been from of old. 

Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

    according to your steadfast love remember me, 

    for the sake of your goodness, O Lord! 

 

Anthem                              Call to Remembrance                     R. Farrant 

 

 

 

 



Gospel Reading                       Mark 1:9-15             

 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized 

by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the 

water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like 

a dove upon him. And a voice came from the heavens, “You are my 

Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was 

in the wilderness forty days, tested by Satan, and he was with the 

wild beasts, and the angels waited on him. 

  

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the 

good news of God and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 

of God has come near; repent and believe in the good news.” 

 

Sermon                                                                          Rev. Carol Howard 

 

Offering  

 

Anthem                        Like as the Hart                           H. Howells 

  

        *Doxology 

 

   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

   Praise God, all creatures here below. 

   Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

   Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

*Prayer of Dedication 

 

Joys and Concerns 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Our Loving God in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

Your kindom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the 



time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the dominion, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

*Hymn 371                           Lift High the Cross 

 

*Charge and Blessing 

 

*Sung Response                    Fourfold Amen                          John Stainer 

 

*Postlude                 Toccata in E               J. Pachelbel 

  

*Please stand, if you are able. 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 
Please fill out the pew pads and pass them to your neighbor. 

 

 

Child Care Available 

In addition to Sunday Spirit for elementary school kids, childcare is 

provided during worship for kids not yet in kindergarten. 

Please contact Courtney for more information. 



 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



  



Bulletin & Weekly E-NEWS Announcements 

 

 
To sign up for our weekly E-NEWS that has live links to all of our 

announcements, please go to the BPC website at bedfordpreschurch.org 

and select either ‘Contact’ at the top or E-NEWS just below it. To have 

information entered into the Bulletin and/or the E-NEWS, please email  

Jessica at Office@bedfordpreschurch.org and Elyssa at 

Elyssa@bedfordpreschurch.org by the end of the day Tuesdays for entry 

into that week’s media. 

 

 

Upcoming Events at a Glance 
 

Sunday, February 18th  First Sunday of Lent     

       10 am    Worship and Youth Collection 

               11 am    Coffee Hour 

          11:30 am    Confirmation Class 

 

Monday, February 19th   OFFICE CLOSED – President’s Day 

  9 am   Yoga  

  

Tuesday, February 20th 

  1 pm   Quilting 

 

Wednesday, February 21st 

  6 pm   Session Meeting via Zoom 

      

Thursday, February 22nd  

       10 am    Bible Study. Please contact Alan   

      McDougall at alanmcd@verizon.net. 

 

Friday February 23rd  

       8 pm    Midnight Run offsite 

  

Sunday, February 25th   

       10 am    Worship 

               11 am    Congregational Meeting 
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Our Leadership 

 
Session 

 

Clerk of Session Michelle Gosh, President Brian Hiller-Dupont (Worship), 

Anne Bentzen, Linda Burpee (Mission),  

Jessica Cunningham (Personnel),  

Amy Drabek, Danielle Gamar (Christian Education),  

Ashley Glod-Hayes (Friends & Members),  

Maria Andrea Laverde (Nativity Farm),  

Sarah Ryan (Property & Maintenance),  

& Bart Tyler (Finance) 

Moderator Reverend Carol Howard 

 

 

Deacons 
 

Chair Kim Lapple, Sarah Alley, Marcy Carlson,          

Michele Eames, Pat Ferguson, Andres Mejía,  

Diane Palmento, and Lisa Sayre 

 

Staff 
 

The Reverend Carol Howard, Pastor 

 

The Reverend Courtney Steininger, Minister of Christian Education  

 

John Lettieri, Director of Music 

 

Jessica DeAlto, Administrative and Financial Manager 
 

Elyssa Michaels, Director of Congregational Life & Digital Ministries 

 

The Reverend Thomas A. Hughart, Pastor Emeritus 

 

Office@bedfordpreschurch.org  www.bedfordpreschurch.org 

P.O. Box 280, 44 Village Green, Bedford, NY 10506 

914-234-3672 
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MY EYES SO SOFT 

 

Don’t Surrender 

 

Your loneliness so quickly. 

 

Let it cut more 

 

Deep. 

 

Let it ferment and season you 

 

As few human 

 

Or even divine ingredients can. 

 

Something missing in my heart tonight 

 

Has made my eyes so soft, 

 

My voice so 

 

Tender, 

 

My need of God 

 

Absolutely 

 

Clear. 

 

- Hafiz 
 

 


